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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1 , 6, 29, 31 , 52, 55, and 58-60 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable 
one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the invention. 

Claims 1 , 6, 29, 31 , 52, 55, and 58-60 recites "(c) receiving a message for the 
subscriber and (d) forwarding/recording a voice mail to the subscriber ". The 
specification does not enable two different method/means for receiving a message for 
the subscriber And forwarding/recording a voice mail to the subscriber . The 
specification discloses "receiving a message for the subscriber" as the actual voice mail 
message for the subscriber(see specification page 14 lines 13-17) so it is not known 
what the phrase "forwarding a voice mail to said subscriber" is referring to. The spoken 
"voice mail" refers to the voice mail of the calling party and not forwarding/recording a 
voice mail to the subscriber (page 14 lines 19-21) as the claim recites which raises 
enablement issues. Appropriate clarification and/or correction is required. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 4, 9, 20, 31, 35, 36, 39, 50, and 57 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 4, 9, 20, 31, 35, 39, 50, and 57 recites the phrase "said voice message" in 
line 4. It is unclear and confusing if the phrase refers to "a voice message" in line 6 of 
claim 1 , or "a voice message" in line 9, or "a message" in line 14 since this message is a 
voice message, or it could even refer to "one of content equivalent messages" in line 3 
of claim 4. This confusion makes the claim indefinite. Appropriate clarification and/or 
correction is required. 

Claim 36 line 1 1 recites "so as to support alternative establishment of 
communication... using means other than calling the telephone number", the 
specification does not disclose using another means besides the control means as 
recited and therefore makes the claim indefinite. 

Furthermore the phrase "so as to" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP § 2173.05(d). Appropriate clarification and/or correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-62 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pirz et al., 
Patent #4,348,550. 

Claims 1 and 32, Pirz teaches a method of providing voice responses to 
commands comprising the steps of receiving a first command(Fig.1 and Fig.8); 
associating said first command with a subscriber to be called: selecting a first 
processing option in response to said first command; providing a voice message 
indicative of said first processing option selected including identification of said 
subscriber(col.19 lines 16-26 and col.21 lines 21-24); providing a silent delay period of a 
predetermined duration immediately subsequent to a completion of said step of 
providing a voice message(col.18 lines 1-2, col. 20 lines 19-22, or col.22 lines 16-19); 
and selectively (i) initiating alternate processing in response to a receipt of a second 
command input during said silent delay period(col.22 lines 15-19), said alternate 
processing selected from the set of actions consisting of (a) listing information for said 
subscriber(col.21 lines 11-19 and col.22 lines 41-56) (b) providing an alternate 
telephone number for said subscriber(col.18 lines 65-68), (c) receiving a message for 
said subscriber(co/. 22 lines 53-62; talking to the subscriber reads on 'receiving a 
message for subscriber^, and (ii) initiating said first processing option in response to an 
absence of said second command input for a duration of said silent delay period to 
thereby initiate a call to said subscriber(col.22 lines 8-56). 

Regarding claims 6 and 36. Pirz teaches a method and means of telephone 
dialing using a voice activated dialer including a directory of subscriber names and 
telephone numbers(Fig.1 and Fig.8), the method comprising the steps of selecting one 
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of said subscribers most closely corresponding to a first speech input(col.21 line 64- 
col.22 line 18); 

providing a speech output corresponding to the selected one of said subscribers;, 
providing a silent delay period of a predetermined duration immediately subsequent to a 
completion of said step of providing a speech output; and, selectively (i) initiating 
alternate processing in response to a receipt of a command input during said silent 
delay period, said alternate processing selected from the set of actions consisting of (a) 
announcing one of said telephone numbers associated with the selected one of said 
subscribers, (b) providing alternate telephone number of said selected one of said 
subscribers, (e) receiving a message for said selected one of said subscribers, and (d) 
recording a voice mail for the selected one of said subscribers and (ii) dialing the 
telephone number corresponding to the selected one of said subscribers immediately 
after said delay period and in response to an absence of said command input for a 
duration of said silent delay period (col.21 lines 1 1-24 and col.22 lines 1-62; further see 
detailed explanation in claim 1 above). 

Regarding claims 2. 3, 33, and 34 Pirz teaches the method and means according 
to claims 1 and 32 wherein said duration of said silent delay period is in a range of 1 .5 
to 2.0 seconds (col. 18 lines 1-2, lines 45-49, and col. 19 line 65-col.20 line 24). 

Regarding claim 5. Pirz teaches the method according to claim 1 wherein said 
first and second commands comprises a speech input (col.21 1 1-24 and col.22 lines 1- 
62; further see detailed explanation in claim 1 above). 
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Regarding claims 7. 8, 37. and 38 Pirz teaches the method and means according 
to claims 6 and 36 wherein said duration of said silent delay period is in a range of 1 .5 
to 2.0 seconds (col. 18 lines 1-2, lines 45-49, and col. 19 line 65-col.20 line 24). 

Regarding claims 10 and 40, Pirz teaches the method and means according to 
claims 6 and 36 wherein said command input comprises a DTMF audio signal (coL21 
1 1-24 and coL22 lines 1-62; further see detailed explanation in claim 1 above). 

Regarding claims 11 and 41, Pirz teaches the method and means according to 
claims 6 and 36 wherein said command input comprises a second speech input and 
said method further comprises a step of listening for said second speech input(co/.27 
1 1-24 and col.22 lines 1-62; further see detailed explanation in claim 1 above). 

Regarding claims 12, 13, 42. and 43 Pirz teaches the method and means 
according to claims 11 and 41 wherein said second speech input comprises one of a 
plurality of predetermined spoken commandfco/,27 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claims 14 and 44. Pirz teaches the method and means according to 
claim 11 and 41 wherein said step of listening includes recognizing said second speech 
input to provide speech content data and comparing said speech content data with a list 
of alternative processing commands (col.21 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claims 15 and 45. Pirz teaches the method and means according to 
claims 1 1 and 41 further comprising the steps of: receiving said first speech input and 
recognizing a content of said first speech input; and comparing said content with said 
directory (col.21 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62). 
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Regarding claims 16 and 46. Pirz teaches the method and means according to 
claims 15 and 45 wherein said command input comprises a second speech signal and 
said method further comprises a step of listening for said second speech input (col.21 
lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claims 17 and 47, Pirz teaches the method and means according to 
claims 16 and 46 wherein said step of listening includes the steps and means of 
receiving said second speech input and recognizing a content of said second speech 
input; and comparing said content with a list of alternative processing commands(co/.2f 
lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claims 18. 19. 48. and 49, Pirz teaches the method and means 
according to claims 16 and 47 wherein said duration of said silent delay period is in a 
range of 1 .5 to 2.0 seconds (col. 18 lines 1-2, lines 45-49, and col. 19 line 65-col.20 line 
24). 

Regarding claims 21 and 51 . Pirz teaches the method and means according to 
claims 16 and 36 wherein said step of providing a speech output includes retrieving 
audio data corresponding to said selected one of said subscribers and converting said 
audio data into said speech output(co/.2f lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 22. Pirz teaches the method according to claim 21 wherein said 
step of converting said audio data into said speech output includes decoding said audio 
data (col.21 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 23. Pirz teaches the method according to claim 21 comprising 
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converting said audio data into said speech output including concatenating a plurality of 
phonemes (col.21 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 24, Pirz teaches the method according to claim 21 wherein said 
step of converting said audio data into said speech output includes a step of 
synthesizing speech from said audio data(co/.27 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claims 25 and 26, Pirz teaches the method according to claim 6 
wherein said alternate processing includes providing a speech output corresponding to 
the telephone number of said selected one of said subscribers (col.21 lines 11-24 and 
col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claims 27 and 28, Pirz teaches the method according to claim 26 
including dialing said alternate telephone number of said selected one of said 
subscribers and supplying a data signal corresponding to said selected one of said 
subscribers to a remote system, wherein said data signal represents said telephone 
number of said selected one of said subscribers (col.21 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1- 
62). 

Regarding claim 29, Pirz teaches a method of telephone dialing using a voice 
activated dialer including a directory of subscriber names and telephone numbers(col.4 
lines 45-62), the method comprising the steps of receiving a first speech input and 
recognizing said first speech input to provide first speech content data, selecting one of 
said subscribers most closely corresponding to said first speech content data and 
providing a speech output corresponding to the selected one of said subscribers (col.21 
lines 1 1-24 and col.22 lines 1-62); 



Application/Control Number: 09/309,274 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2614 

providing a silent delay period of a predetermined duration within a range of 1 .2 to 

2.3 seconds immediately subsequent to a completion of said step of providing a speech 

outputfco/. 18 lines 1-2, lines 45-49, and col. 19 line 65-col.20 line 24); 
listening for a second speech input during said silent period (col.21 lines 11-24 and 

coL22 lines 1-62); 

recognizing said second speech input to provide second speech content data and 
selectively (i) initiating alternate processing related to the selected one of said 
subscribers in response to said second speech content data including an alternate 
processing command, said alternate processing selected from the group of actions 
consisting of announcing a telephone number of the selected one of said subscribers, 
identifying and announcing an alternative telephone number of the selected one of said 
subscribers(col.18 line 65-col.19 line 26 and col. 23 lines 1-26), receiving a message for 
the selected one of said subscribers and, otherwise, (ii) dialing the telephone number 
corresponding to the selected one of said subscribers immediately after said delay 
period (col.21 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62; further see detailed explanation in claim 
1 above). 

Regarding claim 30. Pirz teaches the method according to claim 29 wherein said 
predetermined duration of said silent delay period is in a range of 1.5 to 2.0 seconds 
(col. 18 lines 1-2, lines 45-49, and col. 19 line 65-col.20 line 24). 

Regarding claim 52, Pirz teaches a voice activated dialer comprising: 
a memory storing a directory of subscriber names and telephone numbers (Fig.1 and 
Fig.8j, 
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a speech recognition engine receiving a speech input and providing content data 
derived from said speech input signal, a processor responsive to said content data for 
selecting one of said subscribers and an audio output providing a speech signal 
corresponding to the selected one of said subscribers (col.21 lines 11-24 and col.22 
lines 1-62); and 

a timer providing a silent delay period of a predetermined duration immediately 
subsequent to a completion of providing said speech signal wherein said processor 
selectively (i) initiates alternate processing in connection with the selected one of said 
subscribers in response to a receipt of a command input during said silent delay period, 
and (ii) initiates a dialing of the telephone number corresponding to the selected one of 
said subscribers immediately after said delay period and in response to an absence of 
said command input for a duration of said silent delay period (col.21 lines 1 1-24 and 
coL22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claims 53 and 54, Pirz teaches the voice activated dialer according to 
claim 52 wherein said duration of said silent delay period is in a range of 1 .5 to 2.0 
seconds(co/.78 lines 1-2, lines 45-49, and col.19 line 65-col.20 line 24). 

Regarding claim 55, Pirz teaches a voice activated dialer comprising: 
a memory storing a directory of subscriber names and telephone numbers (Fig.1 and 
Fig. 8); a speech recognition engine responsive to a speech input for providing speech 
content data and a processor responsive to said speech content data and to a set of 
instructions for (i) selecting one of said subscribers most closely corresponding to first 
speech content data (col.21 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62); 
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(ii) providing a speech output corresponding to the selected one of said 
subscribers (col.21 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62); 

(iii) providing a silent delay period of a predetermined duration within a 

range of 1 .2 to 2.3 seconds immediately after providing said speech output (col. 18 lines 
1-2, lines 45-49, and col. 19 line 65-col.20 line 24); 

(iv) initiating alternate processing in connection with the selected one of said 
subscribers response to second speech content data including an alternate processing 
command, and, otherwise, (ii) dialing the telephone number corresponding to the 
selected one of said subscribers immediately after said delay period (col.21 lines 11-24 
and col.22 lines 1-62, see also explanation in claim 1 above). 

Regarding claim 56. Pirz teaches the voice activated dialer according to claim 55 
wherein said predetermined duration of said silent delay period is in a range of 1.5 to 
2.0 seconds (col. 18 lines 1-2, lines 45-49, and col. 19 line 65-col.20 line 24). 

Regarding claim 58. Pirz teaches a method comprising the steps of performing 
speech recognition of a first speech input to select a designated subscriber and playing 
a voice message indicative of a first processing option in connection with said 
designated subscriber(co/.2f lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62); 
providing a silent delay period immediately subsequent to a completion of said playing 
step; and selectively identifying a second processing option specified by a second 
speech input and, in response, automatically initiating said second processing option in 
connection with said designated subscriber(co/.2f lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1- 
62J;and 
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automatically initiating said first processing option in connection with said subscriber is 
response to an absence of said second speech input during said silent period (col.21 
lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 59, Pirz teaches the method of telephone dialing further 
comprising the steps of dialing a telephone number of said designated subscriber in 
response to said step of automatically initiating said first processing option; and 
performing said second processing in response to said step of automatically initiating 
said second processing option, said second processing selected from the group 
consisting of (i) providing a listing of said designated subscriber, (ii) leaving a message 
for said designated subscriber, and (iii) accepting a voice mail for said selected 
subscriber (col.21 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62, see also explanation in claim 1 
above). 

Regarding claim 60, Pirz teaches the method according to claim 58 further 
comprising a step of selectively (iii) identifying an exception command specified by said 
second speech input and, in response, performing error processing(co/.2'/ lines 11-24 
and col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 61, Pirz teaches the method according to claim 60 wherein said 
error processing includes the steps of prompting for a third speech input; 
performing speech recognition of said third speech input to reselect a designated 
subscriber; playing a voice message indicative of said first processing option in 
connection with said reselected designated subscriber(co/.2f lines 11-24 and col.22 
lines 1-62); 
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providing a second silent delay period immediately subsequent to a completion of said 
playing step in connection with said reselected designated subscriber; and selectively (i) 
identifying a third processing option specified by a fourth speech input and, 
in response, automatically initiating said third processing option in connection with said 
reselected designated subscriber (ii) automatically initiating said first processing option 
in connection with said reselected designated subscriber is response to an absence of 
said fourth speech input during said second silent period (col.21 lines 11-24 and col.22 
lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 62, Pirz teaches the method according to claim 61 further 
comprising the steps of dialing a telephone number of said reselected designated 
subscriber in response to said step of automatically initiating said first processing 
option; and performing said third processing in response to said step of automatically 
initiating said third processing option, said third processing selected from the group 
consisting of (i) providing a listing of said reselected designated subscriber, (ii) leaving a 
message for said reselected designated subscriber, and (iii) accepting a voice mail for 
said reselected selected subscriber (coL21 lines 11-24 and col.22 lines 1-62). 

Regarding claims 4. 9, 20. 31, 35, 39, 50, and 57. Pirz discloses the method and 
means according to claims 1, 6, 29, 32, 36, 52, and 55 further comprising the steps of: 
pseudorandomly selecting one of a group of content equivalent messages; and playing 
the selected message to provide said voice message(co/.?9 line 65-col.20 line 24); and 
wherein said duration of said silent delay period is 1 .8 secondsfco/. 18 lines 1-2 and 
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lines 45-49; 1.8 is e.g. 2.0 seconds as Pin discloses). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-62 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph T. Phan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7544. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9am-6pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JTP 

May 2 f 2006 
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